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APALACHICOLA BAY SYSTEM ECOSYSTEM-BASED 
ADAPTIVE RESTORATION AND MANAGEMENT PLAN

Recommendations on how to Restore and Maintain a Healthy 
Apalachicola Bay System

DEVELOPED BY THE ABSI COMMUNITY ADVISORY BOARD



PLAN DEVELOPMENT 
BY THE
COMMUNITY 
ADVISORY BOARD  

• Community Advisory Board (CAB) implemented in 2019. 
• Members came from many stakeholder groups, including the seafood 

industry, commercial and recreational fishers, Government agencies, non-
profits and local businesses.

• The CAB met 26 times  - final plan was accepted November 2023
• Full and Summary versions of The Plan posted online January 2024





GOAL A



GOAL B
Evaluate management actions 

that could be used to maintain a 
sustainable oyster fishery

Evaluate potential for a limited 
entry fishery

Consider daily harvest limits and 
5-day working week

Manage harvest areas to avoid 
effort concentration and resource 

depletion

Consider Bay-wide summer 
(June-August) fishery closure  

Consider recreational daily 
harvest limit

STRATEGY: B1            



ADDITIONAL GOAL B STRATEGIES

STRATEGY: B1  

Evaluate management 
actions for a sustainable 

oyster fishery

Develop criteria for 
opening and closing the 

oyster fishery

STRATEGY: B2  

Assess effectiveness of 
oyster replenishment using 
cultch or hatchery juveniles

STRATEGY: B9  
Ensure oyster aquaculture 
practices and locations are 

compatible with oyster 
restoration and wild harvest

STRATEGY: B8  

Evaluate and develop 
spawning reefs for 

protection of broodstock

STRATEGY: B7  

Recommend policies and 
actions that help retain and 

recycle cultch for habitat 
replenishment

STRATEGY: B6  
Establish advisory committee 

to provide oversight on 
management of oyster habitat 

and harvest

STRATEGY: B5  
FWC Law Enforcement 

reviews enforcement 
strategies and penalties

STRATEGY: B4  

STRATEGY: B3  

Conduct periodic oyster 
stock assessments





GOAL C GOAL D GOAL E



The Plan is available at https://marinelab.fsu.edu/absi/cab/



•Questions? 
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